Explaining video

online exercises

youtu.be/duhOio6qF9c

museducation.org

Music from the Stone Age to
Antiquity

Task: Complete the cloze text with the help of the video!
Homo sapiens
Homo sapiens already made music. Homo sapiens translates as "knowing man". He lived from about
300,000 years ago onwards. From cave paintings we know that Homo sapiens made music during
ritual and religious ceremonies. The first instrument was the voice.
First instruments
The oldest flute found is over 40,000 years old and made of bones. Vessel flutes made of clay are
also one of the first instruments. Stringed instruments such as the zither, harp and lute developed
from the hunting bow. In addition, various types of drums and rattles existed early on.
Ancient advanced civilisations
In the ancient advanced civilisations, music developed independently. These advanced
civilisations include Mesopotamia, India, Egypt and China.
At that time, there was a distinction between:
 Magical-religious music
 Folk music (peasants, workers)
 Art music (palace and court)
Ancient Greece
In ancient Greece, music became a theoretical study.
Pythagoras was one of the greatest philosophers who
dealt with mathematics and music in addition to
philosophy.
Besides pure singing, singers in ancient Greece were
accompanied by string and wind instruments. There was
also pure instrumental music.

Hymn to the God Apollo

Ancient Rome
Music as well as poetry in ancient Rome was strongly influenced by the Greeks art. In addition to
signal instruments in the army, there were also performances with music in the circus and the
amphitheatre. With the spread of Christianity, ancient music lost importance. For the most part,
there was only singing of Christian psalms.
Answers: bones | bow | China | circus | drums | Greeks | instrumental
knowing | mathematics | psalms | religious
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Music in the Middle Ages
approx. 500 to 1500

Task: Complete the cloze text with the help of the video!
Invention of musical notation
Music in the Middle Ages was almost always passed on orally.
Since very little was written down, we barely know anything from
that era. The first records were made by monks with so-called
neumes. Guido of Arezzo introduced musical staves in the 11th
century.
Gregorian chant
Gregorian chant is a monophonic Latin church chant. It was
named after Pope Gregory. Churches and monasteries were the
centre of music in the Middle Ages.

Neumes from the 10th century

Minnesang
Minnesang usually refers to songs accompanied by instruments.
Minstrels went from castle to castle, telling stories, reciting
poems and singing songs. One of the most famous minnesingers
was Walther von der Vogelweide.
Instruments


One-handed flute



Trumpet (without valves)



Fiddle (string instrument)



Shalmai (double-reed instrument like the oboe)



Hurdy-gurdy (wheel turned by crank brushes the strings)

Walther von der Vogelweide

Answers: flute | monks | oboe | Pope | staves | stories | strings | written
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Music in the Renaissance
approx. 1400 to 1600

Task: Complete the cloze text with the help of the video!
Renaissance
The word “Renaissance” has its origin in French and means “rebirth”. It means the rebirth of antiquity,
because the art of the Greeks and Romans were rediscovered.
Innovations in the Renaissance
The Renaissance experienced its first heyday in Italy, especially in the city of Florence. The focus was
no longer on God, but on man. This movement is called humanism.
During the Renaissance, the importance of sacred music diminishes.
There are great advances in art, science and technology. People make important inventions and
discoveries. The Middle Ages end and the Modern Era begins.
Music of the Renaissance
The Renaissance is the high point of vocal polyphony. “Polyphone” means singing in several voices.
However, there is also various instrumental music.
Composers
 Giovanni Perluigi da Palestrina
 Orlando di Lasso
Forms of music
 Mass (setting of religious services to music)
 Motet (sacred = religious piece of music)
 Madrigal (secular = non-religious piece of music)
Palestrina

Instruments of the Renaissance

The lute is a plucked instrument and can be called the "guitar of the Renaissance". The organ was
increasingly used as a solo instrument during the Renaissance. The most important wind instruments
were the trombone, the crumhorn and the cornet.
Answers: Florence | French | Greeks | humanism | lute | Madrigal | Mass | Modern
Motet | organ | technology | trombone
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Music in the Baroque
approx. 1580 until 1750

Task: Complete the cloze text with the help of the video!
Absolutism
At the time of the Baroque, princes,
emperors and kings ruled the countries of
Europe without being elected by the
people. This is known as the age of
absolutism. During that era, Music was
primarily composed for performance at the
rulers’ court or for the church.
Basso continuo
An important development of the Baroque
period is the basso continuo. The bass part
is

the

most

instruments

important part. Harmony
such

as

the

harpsichord

improvise on the bass part.

Basso continuo

Concerto
A popular form of the Baroque is the concerto. In the concerto grosso, the orchestra ("tutti") is
contrasted with a group of soloists ("concertino"). In the solo concerto, a solo instrument is
accompanied by the orchestra.
Opera
The first operas were written at the beginning of the
Baroque era. Florence is considered the birthplace of
the opera. An oratorio contains elements of the opera,
has sacred content, but is not staged. Cantatas are
mostly

sacred

compositions,

while

sonatas

are

instrumental pieces.

baroque opera house
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Composers
George Frideric Handel was born in Halle, Germany, but he lived in London for a long time and
worked for the English king. His most famous compositions are the “Music for the Royal Fireworks”
and the “Water Music”.
Johann Sebastian Bach was born in Eisenach, Germany, and composed a lot of church music.
However, his music only became famous 100 years after his death.
Antonio Vivaldi, who was born in Venice, Italy, learned the profession of a priest. His most famous
work is called "The 4 Seasons". He also composed several operas and concertos.
Claudio Monteverdi is considered a composer in the transition from the Renaissance to the
Baroque. He composed the first opera.
Answers: Baroque | Cantatas | church | church | concertino | elected | Fireworks
Florence | Harmony | London | opera | oratorio | orchestra | priest | Seasons | tutti

Task: Assign the correct names to the composers!

Georg Friedrich
Handel

Claudio
Monteverdi

Antonio
Vivaldi
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Johann Sebastian
Bach
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Music of the Viennese Classical
Period
approx. 1770 until 1820

Task: Complete the cloze text with the help of the video!
Classical Music
The centre of classical poetry was the city of Weimar. The most important classical poets were
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe and Friedrich Schiller. The centre of music was the Austrian capital
Vienna. During the Classical period not only the aristocrats but also the average citizens became
an important part of the cultural life.
Music of the Classical Period
In contrast to the Baroque era, pieces of music in the Classical
period were no longer improvised with the basso continuo. All
pieces were composed down to the last note. Classical music
is mostly simple and cheerful, but there are also strong
contrasts. The piano – also called pianoforte – became more
and more important.
Pianoforte

Josef Haydn

Josef Haydn was born in Rohrau, Lower Austria and is considered the most important composer for
the development of the symphony and string quartet. As a child, he was a choirboy in Vienna. Then
he worked for a long time for the Prince of Esterhazy in Burgenland. Later, he went to London for
some time.
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, born in Salzburg, Austria, was considered a child prodigy. Even as a
child he composed and gave concerts. He was chapel master in Salzburg and Vienna.
Ludwig van Beethoven
Ludwig van Beethoven, born in Bonn, Germany, is considered the first freelance composer who was
not employed anywhere and could live from his compositions. He led classical music in the direction
of Romanticism. Although his hearing deteriorated and he later became completely deaf, he
continued to compose and conduct.

ANSWER KEY

Symphony
The symphony was developed in the Classical era and had great importance. A symphony is a
work for the whole orchestra and consists of 4 movements that follow a very strict form. Josef Haydn
is considered the father of symphony. He composed over 100 symphonies. Mozart composed over
60 symphonies. Beethoven's 9 symphonies are the most famous ones of his compositions.
Opera
The most important and best-known classical operas were written by Mozart. The most famous are
"The Magic Flute", "Don Giovanni" and "The Marriage of Figaro". Beethoven's only opera is "Fidelio".
Hymns
Ludwig van Beethoven composed the melody of the European anthem. Mozart probably
composed the melody of Austria’s national anthem. Haydn composed the German one, which
used to be the Austrian imperial anthem.
Other compositions
Other important forms of classical works are the string quartet, the sonata and the solo concerto.
Answers: composed | compositions | deaf | Flute | German | Goethe | improvised | London
movements | orchestra | Romanticism | Salzburg | simple | symphony | Vienna | Weimar

Task: Assign the correct names to the composers!

Wolfgang Amadeus
Mozart

Josef
Haydn
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Ludwig van
Beethoven
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Music of the Romantic Period
ca. approx. 1820 until 1900

Task: Complete the cloze text with the help of the video!
Romanticism
Romanticism does not focus on knowledge and understanding, but on feelings, descriptions of
nature, national folk art, dreams, longing and death.
Bourgeois salons
The bourgeoisie replaces the aristocracy as the bearers of culture. Music is often played at the
salons of the wealthy bourgeoisie.
Orchestra
Orchestras become larger and larger and involve up
to

over

100

members

sometimes.

The

focus

increasingly shifts to timbre.
Virtuosi
Virtuosos are musicians who are particularly talented
and play very difficult pieces of music. In the
Romantic era, Nicolò Paganini on the violin and
Franz Liszt on the piano entertained the audiences.

Nicolò Paganini

Franz Liszt

Strauss Dynasty
In Vienna, the Strauss family is very popular with its waltzes, marches and polkas.
Art Song
In the art song, singing is accompanied
by the piano. Franz Schubert composed
over 600 songs. Therefore, he is also
called the prince of songs. Robert
Schumann and Johannes Brahms also
composed several songs.

Salon music with Franz Schubert
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Opera
Guiseppe Verdi and Richard Wagner are the most
famous opera composers of the Romantic era. Opera is
increasingly becoming a total work of art consisting of
music, poetry, drama and stage design.
Programme music
Programme music and symphonic poems attempt to
describe extra-musical content with the help of music.

Guiseppe Verdi

Richard Wagner

Answers: difficult | drama | dreams | piano | poems | polkas
singing | timbre | violin | wealthy |

Task: Assign the correct names to the composers!

Bedrich
Smetana

Gustav
Mahler

Richard
Strauss

Anton
Bruckner

Antonin
Dvorak

Fredéric
Chopin
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Peter Iljitsch
Tschaikowski

Modest
Mussorgski

Edvard
Grieg
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Music of the Modern Age
approx. from 1900

Task: Complete the cloze text with the help of the video!
Stylistic pluralism
The era of the 20th century is called stylistic pluralism. There are different styles in
which timbre usually plays a major role. In addition, oblique tones, so-called
dissonances, occur again and again. Igor Stravinsky composed in various
modernist styles.

Igor Strawinsky

Impressionism
Impressionism is a continuation of Romanticism. The focus is
even more on timbre.
Expressionism
In Expressionism, the usual harmonic rules are more and more
ignored. There are many dissonances, i.e. oblique tones. This
Claude Debussy

Maurice Ravel

is referred to atonal music and is an attempt to musically
represent the state of the soul.

Twelve-tone music
In twelve-tone music, all twelve tones have equal rights; therefore twelve-tone music sounds atonal.
Arnold Schönberg is considered the inventor of that music art.
Electronic music
Electronic music is produced by generators, computers and loudspeakers. Well-known
representatives of this style are Paul Hindemith and Karlheinz Stockhausen.
Minimal Music
Minimal music consists of simple musical patterns that are constantly repeated and only minimally
changed.
Aleatorics
The term aleatoric comes from the Latin word for dice. Here, chance plays an important role in
composing and making music. The best-known representative of this very experimental style is John
Cage.
Answers: computers | dice | dissonances | experimental | ignored
patterns | rights | soul | timbre
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